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DETAILED ACTION 

Specification 

The disclosure is objected to because of the following informalities: 
On page 2, the reference to claim 1 should be removed. 
Appropriate correction is required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 1-9 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Forster 
(4,449,444) in view of Ohashi et al. (6,425,444). Forster discloses a connection block 2 for a 
hydrostatic piston machine which is provided for simultaneous operation in a first hydraulic 
circuit and a second hydraulic circuit, a first working pressure duct 24 and a second working 
pressure duct 52a formed in the connection block 2, via which ducts respectively a first and a 
second working line of the first hydraulic circuit can be connected to respectively a first and a 
second kidney-shaped control port 23,23a of a control plate 6 of the hydrostatic piston machine, 
and a third working pressure duct 29 and a fourth working pressure duct 52b formed in the 
connection block 2, via which ducts respectively a third and a fourth working line of the second 
hydraulic circuit can be connected to respectively a third and a fourth kidney-shaped control port 
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28,28a of the control plate of the hydrostatic piston machine, wherein at least the first and the 
second working pressure duct 24,52a or the third and the fourth working pressure duct 29,52b 
open onto one side of the connection block 2, the working pressure ducts 23,52a,29,52b open in 
a kidney shape, at their ends facing away from the working lines, onto an end surface of the 
connection block 2 oriented towards the control plate 6, the kidney-shaped mouths of the first 
and the second working pressure duct extend along a first divided circle on the end face of the 
connection block 2, and the kidney-shaped mouths of the third and the fourth working pressure 
duct extend along a second divided circle on the end face of the connection block 2. Forster does 
not disclose a common feeding pressure duct provided in the connection block, wherein it is 
possible for the common feeding pressure duct to be connected to the first to fourth working 
pressure duct respectively via a separate feeding device, the feeding devices can be inserted into 
openings of the connection block, in each of the four feeding devices a high-pressure limiting 
valve is provided, by which, if a pressure limit value is exceeded, the pressure in the 
corresponding working line connected to the first to fourth working pressure duct is relieved to 
the common feeding pressure duct of the connection block, an auxiliary pump, which delivers to 
the feeding pressure duct, can be inserted into the connection block on the side of the latter 
facing away from the hydrostatic piston machine, and all the feeding devices are arranged on a 
common side of the connection block. 

Ohashi et al.teaches for a connection block 230 for a hydrostatic piston machine which is 
provided for simultaneous operation in a first hydraulic circuit and a second hydraulic circuit, a 
first working pressure duct and a second working pressure duct 23 la formed in the connection 
block 230, via which ducts respectively a first and a second working line 284a of the first 
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hydraulic circuit can be connected to respectively a first and a second kidney-shaped control port 
of the hydrostatic piston machine, and a third working pressure duct and a fourth working 
pressure duct 23 lb formed in the connection block 230, via which ducts respectively a third and 
a fourth working line of the second hydraulic circuit can be connected to respectively a third and 
a fourth kidney-shaped control port and that there is a common feeding pressure duct 233 
provided in the connection block 230, wherein it is possible for the common feeding pressure 
duct 233 to be connected to the first to fourth working pressure duct 231a,231b respectively via a 
separate feeding device 262a-d, the feeding devices 262a-d can be inserted into openings of the 
connection block 230, in each of the four feeding devices 262a-d a high-pressure limiting valve 
261a-d is provided, by which, if a pressure limit value is exceeded, the pressure in the 
corresponding working line connected to the first to fourth working pressure duct 231a,231b is 
relieved to the common feeding pressure duct 233 of the connection block 230, an auxiliary 
pump 250, which delivers to the feeding pressure duct, can be inserted into the connection block 
230 on the side of the latter facing away from the hydrostatic piston machine, and all the feeding 
devices 262a-d are arranged on a common side of the connection block 230 for the purposes of 
lowering the manufacturing cost and improving assembling efficiency. Sec Ohashi et al. col. 1, 
lines 11-44. 

Since Forster and Ohashi et al. are both in the same field of endeavor the purpose 
disclosed by Ohashi et al would have been recognized in the pertinent art of Forster. It would 
have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art 
to modify the connection block of Forster to have a common feeding pressure duct provided in 
the connection block, wherein it is possible for the common feeding pressure duct to be 
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connected to the first to fourth working pressure duct respectively via a separate feeding device, 
the feeding devices can be inserted into openings of the connection block, in each of the four 
feeding devices a high-pressure limiting valve is provided, by which, if a pressure limit value is 
exceeded, the pressure in the corresponding working line connected to the first to fourth working 
pressure duct is relieved to the common feeding pressure duct of the connection block, an 
auxiliary pump, which delivers to the feeding pressure duct, can be inserted into the connection 
block on the side of the latter facing away from the hydrostatic piston machine, and all the 
feeding devices are arranged on a common side of the connection block for the purposes of 
lowering the manufacturing cost and improving assembling efficiency. 



Prior Art 

Prior art made of record but not relied upon is considered pertinent to Applicant's 
disclosure and consists of five patents. 

Yoshida et al., Leker, Wagenseil '463, Wagenseil et al. '853, and Rystrom are cited to 
show connection blocks for hydrostatic piston machines. 



Contact Information 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communication from the examiner 
should be directed to Thomas Lazo whose telephone number is (571) 272-4818. The examiner 
can normally be reached on Monday-Friday from 8:00 am to 4:30 pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor Edward Look, can be reached on (571) 272-4820. The fax phone number for this 
Group is (571) 273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
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system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 



/Thomas E. Lazo/ 
Primary Examiner, 
Art Unit 3745 
February 12, 2008 



